The WebStation is an Internet-on-
demand access terminal - complete
with 10.4-inch touch screen LCD
rmonitor, keyboard and touchpad -
that could be mistaken for a sleek
robot character from Star Wars,

Miss Josephine uses the WebStation to check for urgent e-
rnail messages, -- PHOTO: JULIAN TAY FOR THE STRAITS
TIMES

Think of it as the Internet-age
equivalent of a public telephone -
but with more frills and forthcoming
features, such as free Voice-over-Internet Protocaol (WolIP) calls and tourist information, said the
service provider, Pacific Internet {Pachet),

On-demand Internet
WEBSTATION LOCATIONS

The kiosk offers secure Internet access at the broadband
speed of 512 Kbps, Charges are 21 cents per minute for
Pachet custorners who can use their account names and
passwords to use the WebStation, with the charges reflected
on their monthly rmobile phone bill.

WO CAN TRY out the Pachet
WebStations at SPH Buzz
Pods at the following
locations:

# Toa Payoh HDBE Hub

Other users - including tourists - simply tap their ez-link cards,
or insert a Pachet Streetspace prepaid card which can be
bought fram Buzz Pods - high-tech news-stands developed by
Singapore Press Holdings - in denominations of $3, $5 and
$10. It costs 25 cents per minute for those using ez-link cards, and 28 cents per minute for the
prepaid cards,

Lo MOre

Miss Josephine said: 'It's great that I can use my ez-link card to pay for the service, and it is
pretty cheap too.'

In addition, consumers can also top up their ez-link cards (via credit card payment) and also
rmake credit card purchases for anything from a book from eBay to CDs from Amazon,

The Intel Pentiumn processor-powered kiosk -essentially a PC - was developed by Streetspace, a
technology company based in the United States that produces Internet kiosks, & futuristic steel-
and-alurninium design dreamt up by IDEQ, an industrial design firm, completes the look, The
WebStation runs a custormised version of the open source Web browser, FireFox, PacNet declined
to reveal the costs of the WebStation hardware nor the revenue-sharing maodel for the business,
citing confidentiality reasons,

On the cards

Four Buzz Pods already have the WebStations installed. Pachet will launch more WebStations at
MRT stations and shopping centres, raising the figure of kiosks from the current 11 up to 150,

The company is also considering adding printers and bar code scanners in future so that
commuters can print that one-off docurnent, and scan hardcopy bills to make payments, Pachet's
rmanaging director for Singapore and Malaysia, Mr Kewin Lim, said that there are plans for 'more
lacation-specific promotions, as well as new online services', without revealing details,

The web kiosks are already popular with students like Syulcur Bin Haris, 13, who tried out the
WebStation at Boon Lay with two friends,

The Secondary One student said: 'It is a nice dewvice, and very cheap to use, I can check my e-
rmail messages from my friends, surf my Friendster account and also read online news, But I
would like to play online garmes toao!'

- Bifly Teo s a freelance writer,

WEBSTATION LOCATIONS

ToU CAM TRY out the Pachet webStations
at SPH Buzz Pods at the following locations:

® Toa Payoh HDB Hub

Boon Lay Bus Interchange

® Eunos Bus Interchange

® Tampines Bus Interchange

Clernenti Bus Interchange

There are also WebStations at a few MRT
stations, including Raffles Place and City
Hall.
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